
How to complete a ranked choice ballot
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2nd Choice
If any, must be different from 

your 1st choice

3rd Choice
If any, must be different from 

your 1st  and 2nd choices
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STEP 1: 
Choose your top 
candidate. This is your 
1st choice candidate 
and will be the vote 
that is considered first.

STEP 2: 
If you have a 2nd choice 
(not required), you 
may select another 
candidate. This must 
be different from your 
1st choice candidate. 

STEP 3: 
If you have a 3rd choice 
(not required), you 
may choose another 
selection. This must 
be different from your 
1st and 2nd choices.

How votes are counted: 
All 1st choice votes are counted. If no candidate has the required number of votes 
to win, candidates that have the fewest votes are eliminated. This process continues 
until a candidate has enough votes to win. Election officials only use your 2nd or 3rd 
choice if your 1st choice has already been eliminated. 
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QUESTIONS? Ask a poll worker 
for more information on how to 
complete your ranked choice ballot. 

Do not choose the same 
candidate more than once. 

BALLOT ERRORS
1st 2nd 3rd 

X
1st 2nd 3rd 

X
Do not choose more than one 
candidate in the same column.


